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President’s message

Thank you to the 2012-2013 Junior League of Raleigh Board of Directors.

Dear Members,
Welcome to our final issue of the Link for 2012-2013. As you’ll
see in the pages ahead, we have had a fun-filled, fantastic and successful year. A sincere thank you to the 40 JLR teams of Provisionals,

Here are a few lessons learned:

• Never underestimate the power of a few committed and passionate people. I have never felt so confident or empowered as
when I was surrounded by JLR members.

Actives and Transfers who were “hands-on” and pushed hard to set

• There is always room for growth and understanding when you

goals and execute their strategies. Huge gratitude to our Sustainers

consider another side or opinion other than your own. As mo-

who provide gentle guidance and a wealth of resources to help the

tivational speaker Gail Perry would say, try on (a different hat)

League grow and expand our reach to help improve our community.
Thank you to Council members and Board members whose leadership was limitless this year. I am so very proud to serve with you.
I have said from the beginning, I believe the No. 1 role of the President is to continue to move the League forward. The strength of our
League is knowing that there is always a healthy set of new leaders

another idea just for a moment. Just try.

• Only allow the things you care about to define you. A friend
once told me, just because you make a mistake, don’t let it define you. Learn from it, move on.

• Always leave a gentle wake…
The Junior League of Raleigh is a powerful force of impact in our

who will no doubt come after you with new ideas, new philosophies

community. As a League member, be proud to be a member of this

and a fresh new approach. The beauty is we will continue to grow

great organization.

and flourish year after year with this new energy. Isn’t it exciting?!
I knew this year would be a great training opportunity for me

My best to all of you,

as well.

Welcome 2013-2014 JLR Board!
JUNE 2013
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Pl an:

Bo rrowing

By Bright Ideas Captain Katie Pollara

T

he Bright Ideas team was excited to

from

Einstein

spend this year working on a full revision
of the Junior League of Raleigh’s Strate-

gic Plan, which is revisited every three years to
ensure the League is headed in the right direction and fulfilling its mission.
Throughout the revisioning process, the
Bright Ideas team conducted research, seeking
feedback from current and former leaders, the
general membership and community advisors.
The League’s mission, vision and culture were
evaluated and membership surveys reviewed.
The final product was then vetted through
JLR stakeholders, including the incoming and
outgoing JLR Boards.
The new Strategic Plan provides guidelines
and puts in place goals and strategies sectioned
into five key areas of focus for the League
(communications and strategies, community,

Lucy Austin
Bright Ideas Captain Katie Pollara presents the JLR 2013-2016 Strategic Plan to members at the May General
Membership Meeting.

theme to help members identify with the plan.
The Junior League of Raleigh will strive to

The theme of the plan is E=mc2, which the
team borrowed from Einstein! E=mc2 represents

funding and development, membership, train-

achieve the following goals:

an engaged membership working closely with

ing). It should be viewed as a fluid document

1. Increase awareness of the JLR mission

and in service to our community connections.

with intertwining strategies and goals. Along

and the positive contributions we make to

We believe this embodies the future success of

with goals and strategies for each of the focus

our community.

the League and the core of this Strategic Plan.

areas, three overarching primary goals were es-

2. Provide a meaningful and engaging member

As members we must be engaged and working

tablished. This is a new addition to previous JLR

experience that evolves in response to the chang-

together in order to accomplish our goals and

strategic plans. As the Bright Ideas team con-

ing needs of our membership.

serve our community.

ducted research, the team found the need to

3. Work toward greater financial stability and

establish a unified set of goals the League can

wisely allocate JLR resources, reinforcing our

focus on over the next three years as well as a

commitment to the community.
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A full version of the JLR Strategic Plan for
2013-2016 can be found on the JLR website.

Koren Townsend
Raleigh Police Chief Cassandra
Deck-Brown with fellow members
of Delta
Sigma Theta Inc. Chief Deck-Brow
n spoke at the JLR’s Women in
Leadership
breakfast at the CCL.

Danielle Shuirman
A photographer for the Link, Koren Townsend takes a rare turn in front of the
camera at the Bargain Box’s Frugal Fashion Show.

Koren Townsend
Web Coordinator Catherine Hancock sets up a video camera for the
May GMM.
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Team BackPack Buddies

Community

By Marisa Bryant. Co-captain, BackPack Buddies

I

n just two short years as a placement,
JLR’s BackPack Buddies team has

. From
Elementary
ents at Lacy
, Ashley
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Thank you to OUR
BACKPACK BUDDIES sponsors!
Benefactor $10,000 - $15,000
Empire Eats
Patron $5,000 - $9,999
GlaxoSmithKline Inc.
Sponsor $501 - $ 1,500
Anonymous
Marisa Bryant
Buddie $251-$500
Meredith Keyes
Carl Meinhardt
RTI International
Triangle Academy Preschool
Friend Up to $250
Katherine Meyer
Adrienne Abano
Thomas Miltz
Team BackPack Buddies
da Moore
Aman
Bell
Elaine
k Morgan
Patric
Sara Carlton
Anna Norris
Deborah Dobek
Rachael Page
Amy Domyan
Lisa Rondina
Jennifer Dzurovcin
er Scott
Heath
Cynthia Ivey
Caswell Shaw
Katherine King
Lance Shull
Nicole Kohut
Alison Strong-Smith
Lisa Langford
Angela Wall
Lynn Lye
Pleasant Valley
art,
Wal-M
Jennifer Lynch
Bridgett McDowell

made huge strides in making sure
as many children as possible at Lacy Elementary don’t go hungry on weekends
during the school year.

This school year, the team, which included 26 women, packed and delivered
bags of healthy food to 30 students at
Lacy who otherwise might not have had
enough food to eat on the weekends, up
from 25 students at the beginning of the
school year. These children were identified by teachers and guidance counselors
as being “food insecure,” meaning they
were not getting enough food to lead
healthy, active lives. Unfortunately, not all
students at Lacy who need the program
are being served; one guidance counselor estimates that there are at least 100
students who truly need this food.
To help meet that need, the BackPack
Buddies team worked hard to increase
food and monetary donations. Thanks to
the many League members and teams
who held food drives, brought food to the
November General Membership Meeting
or placed food in the CCL workroom,
the team has seen a huge increase in
the amount of donated food this year.
Throughout the year, the team has
worked closely with Community Funding
to secure grant funding for purchasing
food from the Inter-Faith Food Shuttle.

From left:
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BackPack Buddies also was the recipient of many generous donations this
year, particularly those from GlaxoSmithKline and Empire Eats. For the second
year in a row, GlaxoSmithKline chose
JLR’s BackPack Buddies program to
receive a $5,000 grant. Empire Eats, the
Raleigh restaurant group owned Greg
Hatem, whose wife Samantha Hatem is
a League member, has been a generous
donor to BackPack Buddies over the past
two years. As a part of last year’s Back-ABuddy program, Empire Eats offered gift
cards to those who made contributions
to the BackPack Buddies program. This
year, Empire Eats donated the $10,000
proceeds from its ‘Cuegrass Festival in
April to BackPack Buddies. This gift will be
used to increase the number of students
served. Next school year, the League will
be giving food to 50 students at Lacy!
Thanks to Empire Eats, GSK and other
generous donors for their commitment
to ensuring that every child in our community comes to school full, healthy and
ready to learn!

Club
the Boys & Girls
The students at
rary with
lib
the
in
ur
enjoy Power Ho
Ashley Davis.

Pulling Strings:

Rex Healthcare grant helps Kids on
the Block expand puppet cast
By Blair Miller, Staff Writer, and Jessica Proctor, Co-editor

W

hen you hear all that the Kids on the
Block team has been up to, you’ll
see that the team, with almost 33

years of service, deserves a great big encore. A

Flournoy, a non-League member, was an
unexpected blessing for the program. “We started
out the year wanting to empower the team’s
growth and promote Kids on the Block,” Hamil-

generous grant from Rex Healthcare and a close

ton said. With this goal in mind, the team began

relationship with Raleigh resident Julie Flournoy

to brainstorm ways to raise money to purchase

has helped add puppets to its existing ensemble.

new puppets and supplies, expand their pro-

The program’s presence in schools has deepened

gram and further their community outreach.

and is reaching more students than ever. And the

After exhausting many funding options, the

group is adding skits and appearances in schools,

team was prepared to begin pooling their own

“in-League” and in the community.

money when Flournoy learned of the Kids on

Since the early 1980s, the Junior League of Raleigh has served the community through KOTB,
which uses puppets and skits to teach children

the Block team.
Flournoy held an event at her store For Your
Convenience to help the team raise funds for

about various disabilities, with current topics

Mark, a puppet with cerebral palsy (the team

including blindness, learning disabilities, cerebral

then dedicated it in her son Stephen’s memo-

palsy and bullying.
This year, KOTB reached a staggering 1,300
Wake County schoolchildren, primarily 2nd-graders. Each child attending a KOTB performance

ry). Shortly after Flournoy’s party, the Rex grant
was awarded.
“The Rex grant has helped us begin to fulfill
our team’s mission,” Hamilton said, and oppor-

received a program letter to take home and share

tunity for new puppets stretched from one to 17.

with their family.

Grant money, Hamilton said, will further promote

“Seeing a KOTB performance is both fun and

the program, provide handouts to the students

informative,” said League President Pat Wilkins.

to take home to their families and gain more

“The puppets provide truthful and sometimes

information to teach students about acceptance

funny real-life challenges and how the ‘kids’ are

and tolerance.

able to overcome their disabilities in everyday

Lisa Vanderberry, a League Sustainer and

situations, to help children with and without dis-

KOTB team member, said, “As a member of

abilities understand each other.”

the KOTB team, a PTA volun-

As visibility has grown for the program, support
for it has grown as well. “We have received an

of a child with special needs, I see Kids

counselors, students and parents,” said KOTB

on the Block helping

Captain Chasta Hamilton. “In fact, at a February

other kids know, at a

Small Group meeting, one attendee mentioned

very basic level, and

her most memorable League experience was

at a time when they

seeing her son come home from school excited

are beginning to notice

to discuss the KOTB puppet show."

differences between one
another, that our differ-

year, Rex Healthcare granted KOTB $5,000 to

ences are ok and should

bring 17 new puppets from the Junior League of

be accepted.”

Hamilton-Ontario, Canada to our League. The
puppets, paid for in part through the Rex grant

interck team members
The Kids on the Blo
formance at
per
ir
the
r
afte
ts
act with studen
Root Elementary.

teer and a mother

outpouring of support from teachers, guidance

At the beginning of the 2012-2013 League

A student from Jeffreys Grove Elementary
sent this letter to Kids on the Block following
a performance at their school. KOTB reached
1,300 elementary students this year.

“The [Rex Healthcare] grant
will help us reach out even fur-

and in part through a $1,500 contribution from

ther into the community to help

Flournoy, are now happy at home as part of the

develop compassion in young

JLR puppet team.

children,” Vanderberry said.
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Heritage Park team members, including Natash
a Dixon, Florence
Matthews, Meghan Nicholson and Carrie Thoma
s, play “Good
Manners Bingo” with the Heritage Park childre
n.
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Capital Leadership Initiative wins
Leadership Development Award
By Samantha Hatem, Communications & Strategies Vice President

J

ust three years after it was created, the Junior League of Raleigh’s

ing existing programs that other Leagues already had in place, and then

Capital Leadership Initiative was recognized by the Association of

we looked at what programs were being offered in our community,”

Junior Leagues International at its annual conference in May with

Blake said.

the prestigious Leadership Development Award. The award came
with a $10,000 donation to JLR.

They found that most other programs focused more on making
community connections and educating participants on the commu-

The program has trained more than 120 volunteers to be effective
and skilled leaders in their communities, private lives and careers.
“We were honored to be chosen by AJLI for this award,” said Pat
Wilkins, the League’s President. “This program has been significant
for the Junior League of Raleigh and for the community because it
furthers the mission of the Junior League to train and develop the

nity and less on leadership training. “There wasn’t anything out there
for a woman to focus on developing her individual leadership skills and
potential,” Blake said. “The CLI allows each participant to build on her
individual skill-sets.”
The program got even more of a boost in the 2011-2012 League year
when JLR partnered with Northwestern Mutual Financial, helping to

potential of women and impact the community through the action of

make the program more accessible to area businesses, nonprofits and

trained volunteers.”

other North Carolina Junior Leagues by providing affordable leadership

The Capital Leadership Initiative, which the League established three
years ago, is an annual program that meets monthly throughout the
League year. At each meeting, participants learn from guest speakers

training to women. The cost is $200 for non-League members and $150
for League members.
“I couldn’t be more thrilled for the Capital Leadership Initiative to win

from their respective disciplines edu-

this award from AJLI,” Mary Blake said.

cating them on what makes a good

“I know those of us who worked on de-

leader, including topics such as mo-

veloping the program felt a great deal of

tivating volunteers, sitting on boards

gratification that the program had been

and managing fiscal calendars.

recognized by AJLI. I can only hope that

The League studied leadership

the graduates of the CLI program also felt

development programs in 20082009 under the under the leadership

had received this award, too, because,

of then-President Virginia Yopp and

in some way, it seems to put a seal of

the guidance of League member
Mary Blake. “We began by research-

10

some bit of satisfaction that the program
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hours of their time to as participants.”
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It doesn’t take all day to get a massage ... unless, of course, you want it to.

A typical treatment at The Spa at Pinehurst usually lasts 50-80 minutes. But
with spacious lounge areas, saunas, whirlpools, a swimming pool plus healthy
snacks and smoothies, you can relax all day. So call the Spa to schedule an
appointment that will benefit you long after your treatment ends.

Pinehurst
Spa Package

$331*

Accommodations
Breakfast
One 50-minute
Spa Treatment

Located next to The Carolina Hotel • Village of Pinehurst, North Carolina • 877.929.4278 • pinehurst.com
*Rates are per person, per night based on double occupancy at The Holly Inn. Valid through 6/1/13. Subject to tax and resort service fee. Some restrictions apply.
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Co-captains – Katie Walker and Sarah White
Kristen Hoffman
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Executive team
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DeLane Mitchell
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The A Shopping SPREE! team before the Preview
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Melissa Duncan
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Michelle Snead
Portraits in Oil and Pastel

w w w. m i c h e l l e s n e a d . c o m
919.846.7341 • michelle@michellesnead.com
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From left: Inaugural Ball Co-chairs Virginia Yopp,
Liza Roney, Emily
Funderburk, Shayla Bradshaw and Mary Brent Wright
with JLR President
Pat Wilkins. The Co-chairs and their team of 100
JLR members held five
unforgettable events over two days, earning the
team the JLR Team of
the Year Award.
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Koren Townsend
Inaugural Ball Co-chairs Shayla Brads
haw, Liza Roney and
Emily Funderburk at the the Council
of State Reception.
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tion.
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Thinking Outside "the Box"
The Bargain Box team didn’t stop at renovating the shop this year! The
Bargain Box Executive Committee brainstormed ways to improve the shopping experience for clients, the donation process for members, the impact in
the community and profits for the League. The team made an unprecedented number of changes, from a complete store renovation to new suggested
donation months to extended Thursday hours (until 7 p.m.). The team gave
Bargain Bucks vouchers to all the JLR Community teams to provide needed
materials within their placements, focused on improving JLR member
knowledge of the Bargain Bucks voucher program and improved the Bargain
Bucks voucher experience for partner agencies. In addition, an updated
website (www.BargainBoxRaleigh.org) provides information on store hours,
holidays and annual sales as well as details on how and what to donate for
member quota. Members will also enjoy using new, easy to remember email
addresses to contact the Bargain Box’s main services. Lastly, Judy Adams,
manager for 20 years, retired in April. She will be missed and we thank her for
the many years of service she gave. The Bargain Box team is pleased to announce that Nicholas Wenderhorst was promoted as the new store manager.
He’s already offered some great ideas, and next year’s Executive Committee
can't wait to implement them!

Bargain Box Executive team members, Daniell
e Shuirman, Tatum Fitzgerald and
Lanier McRee, along with JLR volunteer models
Alexandria Judge-Lenkeit and
Lyndsay Vaughn, get ready for the Frugal Finds
Fashion Show.

Co-captains – Lanier McRee and Danielle Shuirman
Assistant Co-captains – Leighanne Blackmon and Sara Huddleston

an
Danielle Shuirm
etera dress
Etc
an
els
od
m
Rhonda Beatty
ds Fashion
Box’s Frugal Fin
at the Bargain
13-2014
20
e
th
on
ll be
Show. Beatty wi
bership
m
Me
as
rs
recto
JLR Board of Di
.
Vice President

Danielle Shuirman
Sustainer Laura Ridgeway
models a Jones New York
jacket sold at the Bargain Box
for $10.

Executive team
Ashleigh Black
Nina Bostic
Sarah Butler Jacks
Tatum Fitzgerald
NikkiAnn Gray

Allison Jahh
Hailey Hamalainen
Rebecca Harrell
Mariah Matheson
Leslie Mize

New su
ggested
donati
on mont
hs

January
– A-B
February
– C-D
March –
E-G
April – H
-I & Sprin
g Provisio
nals
May – O
pen
June – J
-L
July – M
-N
August –
O-Q
Septemb
er R-S
October
– T-U & F
all Provis
ionals
Novemb
er V-Z
Decemb
er – Ope
n

Have questions about quota? Email Quota@jlraleigh.org.
Need vouchers for a family in need? Email BBXVouchers@jlraleigh.org.
Are you a member with pick-up privileges? Email BBXPickUp@jlraleigh.org.
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Thank you to the following Inaugural Ball sponsors and
to those listed in the March 2013 edition of the Link.
Grand Benefactor
Deep South
PoynerSpruill
Benefactor
Metro Productions
MMI Public Relations
Avett Brothers
Theresa Kostrzewa and Bruce Tucker
Sponsor
CapStrat
The English Garden
Red Light Chocolate – Chefs Kirstin and Robert Neira
Renee Sprink Photography
ThemeWorks LLC
Friend
North Carolina Beer & Wine Wholesalers Association
18 Seaboard – Chef Jason Smith
Catch – Chef Keith Rhodes
Chapel Hill Creamery – Portia McKnight and Flo Hawley
Crippen’s Country Inn and Restaurant – Chef Stan Chamberlain
La Farm Bakery – Lionel Vatinet
Mozelle’s Fresh Southern Bistro – Chef Janis Karathanas
Mandolin – Chef Sean Fowler
The Pit Authentic Barbecue – Chef Darell Brown
Second Empire – Chef Daniel Schurr
SoCo Farm and Food – Chef Jeremy Law
Weathervane – Chef Ryan Payne

7800 Six Forks Road
Raleigh, NC 27615
919-847-KIDS (5437)
www.847kids.com

DON KINDRACHUK, D.M.D. • KEVIN GILCHRIST, D.D.S.

SPECIALISTS IN PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY
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,
Co-captain Natalie Yakopec
From left: Fashion Forward
ment Vice
elop
Dev
&
ding
Fun
ins,
JLR President Pat Wilk
and Fashion Forward CoPresident Brooke Schmidt
captain Laura Parker.

Doing it in style:

Belk hosts 2nd annual
Fashion Forward
By Jessica Kozma Proctor, Co-editor

F

ney Worley says the en-

Forward, a coveted event of the Junior League

hors d’oeuvres to models

of Raleigh’s “cross partnership” with the major

to makeovers, made it a

Southern retailer, yielded what members say de-

memorable evening.

or the second year, local retailer Belk

League member Court-

opened its doors for an exclusive
evening of fun and fashion. Fashion

tirety of the event, from its

scribe as a magical “girls’ night out.” Champagne

“The JLR Belk Fashion event

flowed as members enjoyed Laura Mercier

was a great girl’s night out,” Wor-

makeovers, a chance to meet designer Karen

ley said. “The models did an out-

Kane and a fashion show with lots of cheers.

standing job showcasing the latest

“It made for a very fun girls’ night out,” said

fashions and the Laura Mercier

League member Amanda Laney. “The Belk

make-up artists provided refresh-

event gave me a great opportunity to preview

ing make-up tips for spring. The

Karen Kane’s spring fashion line as well as spend

food, from the chicken salad tarts

time with my fellow League friends.”

to the unique presentation of a

More than 430 tickets were sold for the event.

southern favorite, barbecue and

This year’s event had a significant increase in

coleslaw, was fabulous."

participation; ticket sales increased by 20 per-

Belk, which has 301 stores in

cent from the inaugural Fashion Forward event

16 states, is the country’s larg-

held in 2012.

est privately owned depart-

And it was last year the League and the

ment store company. Founded

124-year-old retailer joined into a “cross partner-

in 1888 in Monroe, Belk has

ship” weaving Belk's presence and support into

formed several cross-partner-

the daily life of the League. This year, Belk con-

ships with Leagues throughout

tributed nearly $35,000 to the League, served

the Southeast, including the

as A Shopping SPREE! sponsor, and, of course,

Junior League of Charlotte and

hosted Fashion Forward.

the Junior League of Atlanta.

The event on March 10 at Belk Crabtree Mall
wrapped up what many consider a stellar beginning to what many hope is a long relationship

Koren Townsend
gets her
Provisional Meg Bernstien
n of
makeup done by April Olso
cier.
Mer
ra
Lau

Staff writer Blair Miller

Koren Townsend
JLR staff Tania McLeod, left, and Erin Collums
welcome attendees to Fashion Forward.

contributed to this story.

between Belk and the League.
“We have enjoyed our community partnership with Belk this League year,” said JLR
President Pat Wilkins. “Belk has been a part
of every success of the League this year.
From advertising in the Link magazine to
sponsoring A Shopping SPREE!, Inaugural
Ball, Fashion Forward and the May Annual
Meeting, Belk has a proven commitment to
making Wake County a better place by supporting women’s leadership development
and the Junior League of Raleigh.”
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Koren Townsend
Joanna Rojas is greeted by Provisionals Juvon
Legare, Jennifer
Lynch and Meg Bernstien while Carolina Pendle
ton prepares
goodie bags.

k
Renee Sprin
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eather Moo
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Answers to your questions about
the Capital Campaign
By Liz Hammer, Capital Campaign Member

A

s a member of the Capital

expanding our existing programs, creating new

Campaign team, I’ve gotten

programs and distributing money through

several questions about the

grants and gifts. In addition, we will be able to

current campaign. Here are several

go back to our historic tradition of awarding

of the most common questions and

community grants of $65,000 a year. In short,

answers in case you find yourself

we will be able to distribute nearly $200,000

wondering something similar.

per year to the people we serve in the com-

First things first: Why are we

munity. That’s more meals for BackPack Bud-

initiating a Capital Campaign?

dies. More resources for kids through AWCM,

Since opening the doors of the
Center for Community Leader-

More Quick Impact projects for more com-

ship in 2010, the Junior League has

munity projects.

worked diligently to train members, nonprofit

“I understand the importance of 100 percent

staff and women from all walks of life as effec-

participation in this effort and want to be sure

tive community leaders. We’ve also been taking

to do my part.” Want to know why 100 percent

care of business – our building is

matters? Check out the next question and

completely leased, we’ve com-

answer below.

pleted all major construction, and

All in: Why does 100 percent member

we refinanced our loan. Our next

participation matter?

goal is to pay off the mortgage on

We will reach our $3 million goal through

the building, leaving the League

a combination of member gifts and commu-

debt free and able to pour more

nity ones. However, according to fundraising

resources into the community.

experts, our solicitation of area companies

Your role: Why contribute to

and foundations is strongest when we can

the campaign?

communicate that our members stand behind

The answer to this one is “it

what we’re doing – and have committed to the

depends.” It’s a personal choice

campaign themselves. Where do we stand? We

to give and personal reasons

started at 20 percent participation and after our

vary. Here are three I’ve heard

March GMM that number grew to 45 percent.

most often:

(Thank you to those of you who took action!)

“I believe in the mission and
Jessica Proc
Add your na
tor
me to the le
gacy
wall in the lo
bby of the Ce
nter
for Commun
ity
your donatio Leadership. Make
n or pledge
today!

Boys & Girls Club, Heritage Park and StepUp.

efforts of the Junior League
of Raleigh and want to do everything in my
power to support the organization.” Relieving
our financial obligations will allow us to focus

We’re making progress, but need everyone’s
help to reach our goal.
Okay, I get it. I’m on board. Now, what?
What we ask of you is that you give your

even more on what we do best – train and

best gift. It might be $100, $1,000 or $10,000.

deploy volunteers into the community. It is a

Whatever it is, give what you can. There are

long-term investment in an organization with

three easy ways to make your gift: donate

big goals for the future.

online at jlraleigh.org, mail a check to the CCL

“I want to help the League do more for

with “Capital Campaign” in the notes or call Jill

its community partners.” After the success-

Kuykendall at 919-787-7480 to make a donation

ful completion of this campaign, we estimate

over the phone. We ask that all members make

the League will be able to contribute at least

a donation – or make a pledge for a donation

$125,000 per year to the community through

– by July 1. Make yours today!
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By Blair Miller, Staff Writer
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“A staple at church and
make the perfect cake.”

Classic Southern
Pound Cake From
“You’re Invited”
family
events, pound cake take
s its

3 cups all-purpose flou
r
¾ teaspoon baking pow
der
¼ teaspoon salt
1 cup butter, softened
½ cup shortening

name from the tradition
of

tossing in a pound of eve
rything, from butter to
flour, to

3 cups sugar
6 eggs, at room temper
ature
1 cup evaporated milk
1 teaspoon lemon extract
1 teaspoon vanilla extract

Preheat oven to 325 deg
rees. Sift together flour,
baking powder and salt
. Set aside. Cream butter,
fluffy. Add eggs, one at
a time, beating well afte
shortening and sugar. Bea
r each addition. Add flou
t until light and
r mixture alternately with
tion. Stir in lemon extract
evaporated milk. Mix we
and vanilla. Spoon batter
ll
after each addiinto
a
gre
ased and floured tube
until wooden pick inse
pan. Bake in center of ove
rted in center of cake com
n for 1 hour and 20 min
es out clean. Cool in pan
utes or
for 15 minutes. Remove
to wire rack and cool com
pletely.
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SATURDAY
AUGUST 24TH
8PM

Sing along with John Travolta, Olivia Newton-John and the gang with this fully interactive screening of Grease at
Cary’s Booth Amphitheatre! It couldn’t be easier… or more fun! Dressing up is strongly encouraged.
TICKETS ON SALE NOW AT ETIX.COM, BY PHONE 1-800-514-3849 OR VENUE BOX OFFICE
WWW.BOOTHAMPHITHEATRE.COM
20
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THIS IS
WHERE
SOUTHERN
STYLE LIVES

GET THE LOOK IN-STORE, AT BELK.COM OR BY PHONE AT 1.866.235.5443
TRINA TURK chambray top and stripe shorts.
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Tiffany Epps brought her daughter, Amber,
May GMM and the food truck rodeo beforehand.
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From left: Meredith Keyes, Teresa Waterman of Bland Landscaping, Abby
Seats and Elizabeth Strickland spread mulch on the front lawn at the CCL.

Steel
tive Lindsay
First-year Ac
ng
ni
or
her m
mulches for
e CCL!
workout at th

Nominating

In 2012-2013, the Nominating team encouraged every League team to submit names and recommendations for leadership positions,
placed
League members on several community boards, submitted applications to multiple award programs on behalf of the League and
its members and
slated a fantastic 2013-2014 JLR Board of Directors! From left: (Front row) Blair Coppedge, Jamie Martin and Astra Barnes. (Back row)
Rebecca Ayers,
Christy Knight, Brittany Bass and Ashley Parker (Nominating Assistant). (Not shown) Lindsay Beth Gunter (Captain) and Gail Reid-Vestal.
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small

groups
a chance to connect
By Sandra Johnson, Staff Writer

E

ach year, hundreds of Junior League of Raleigh members

nsend
Koren Tow
p
ou
gr
l
al
ry sm
the Februa
corder for
was the re
.
an
ry
et
um
in
Sh
ab
Anna
ice C
ld at 1st Cho
meeting he

gather for the League’s six General Membership Meetings.
This year, four of the six GMMs were hosted in a large,

convention-style setting with inspiring national and local keynote
speakers. The remaining two GMMs were small group meetings
located in the homes of members or other intimate settings.

Small group meetings are held throughout Wake County, designed
so that no member has to travel too far from home or work to attend.
Member Kim Keith often hosts a small group at her workplace, the Kerr
Family YMCA, where she is an associate executive director.
“I love inviting people into my place of work,” Keith said. “I love that
the people who attend (the small groups) either live near or work near
the Y, so I get to see who lives and works in my community.”
Arrangements Co-captain Amanda Laney says these meetings are
the members favorite GMMs. In fact, 43 percent of JLR Active members selected small groups as their favorite meeting setting during the

February 2013
Small Group M
eeting – From
Etheridge, Laur
Koren Townse
left: (back row
a Bailey, Carri
nd
) Ka
e Gray, Lindsay
aday (front ro
Beth Gunter, An tie Lennon, Quinn
w) Beth Webb,
na Shuman, Al
Sarah Copley,
Heather Gran
yssa Hockt and Catherine
Hancock

2011 JLR membership survey.
“The small groups allow members to discuss upcoming events and
current issues within our League on a much smaller scale and allows
the League to collect feedback from members,” Laney said.
Small groups give members an opportunity to connect to the
League on a more personal level. Lisa Qualls, a JLR Overactive member who lives in Cary, has hosted 10 to 14 small group meetings in her
League career.
Small group meet-

KNOCK’EM OUT with your new landscape!

ings serve as a favorite for
both the hostesses and

3 Free Knock
Out Roses !

attendees. “It feels more
social when I host,” Qualls
said. “Being the hostess,
I feel obligated to meet

with any
landscaping
project over

everyone who came.
When I go to a meeting, I
usually just introduce my-

$600.00

self to the hostess and the
women I sit next to.”
There is ample opportunity for members to
help with small groups.

nsend
Koren Tow
ring a
du
p
ou
gr
e
ks to th
kaday spea
ting
Alyssa Hoc
group mee
l
al
sm
ry
Februa

As locales are selected
across the county, homes both big and small are fertile ground.
One member leads the meeting at each location: a great leadership

CALL TODAY! 919-784-9121
www.tgslandscape.com
Find us on Facebook!

training opportunity!
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2012-2013 JLR award winners

Outstanding League members recognized
Darlene Shelton Outstanding
First-Year Active Award

Foundation Award

Elizabeth O’Quinn

Martha Gehring

Provisional of the Year

Kimberly Spence Linkous

Membership Development Committee

Transfer Captain

Koren Townsend
From left: Drew Linkous, Kimberly Spence Linkous, Sandy Spence and Roger Spence.

Koren Townsend
From left: Jason O'Quinn, Elizabeth O'Quinn,
Mary-Ellen Frazier, Ellen Frazier and Carl Frazier.

Koren Townsend
From left: (Back row) Greg Cope and Jay Haskin;
(Front row) Sarah Cope, Jaimie Cope, Martha
Gehring, Jayln Haskin, Laura Jones, Joan Haskin
and Fred Haskin.

Guardian Award

LEGACY AWARD

Lifelong Member AWARD

Lanier McRee & Danielle Shuirman

Kathryn West

Bargain Box Co-captains

Community Vice President

Heritage Park Co-Captain

Koren Townsend
From left: Scott Davis, Lanier McRee, Eli Shuirman,
Danielle Shuirman and Ryan Shuirman.

Koren Townsend
From left: Pat West, Skipper West, Kate Weston,
Kathryn West, Owen Weston, Debbie West and
Tricia West Weston.

Koren Townsend
From left: Robert Britt, Jerry Johnson, Kelsie
Johnson, Von Johnson, Jean Smith, Lois Johnson,
Trevor Johnson and James Johnson.

Sustainer LEGACY AWARD
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Kelsie Johnson

Sustainer OF THE YEAR AWARD

Debbie Pappas

Virginia Yopp

Chorus Co-captain

Inaugural Ball Co-captain

Koren Townsend
Debbie Pappas and husband Bill Pappas

Koren Townsend
Virginia Yopp and husband David Yopp

Team of the Year AWARD

Inaugural Ball
Co-captains Shayla Bradshaw, Emily Funderburk, Liza Roney and Virginia Yopp

MEMBER of the Year AWARD

Hilary Allen
Member-at-Large

Koren Townsend
From left: Joe Roney, Gunn Roney, Georgia Roney, Betts Roney, Liza Roney, Carolyn Pittman, Patrick Funderburk, Emily Funderburk, Pat Funderburk, “Little” David
Yopp, David Yopp, Virginia Yopp, Davis Bradshaw, William Bradshaw, Shayla Bradshaw, Carolina Bradshaw, and Sherry Kirchin.

Koren Townsend
From left: Liz Smith, Blair Coppedge, Astra Barnes, Jenna Leissner, Emily Phillips,
Camden Roessler, Hilary Allen, Megan Luce, Maxine Allen and Danny Allen.
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Living Tradition:

Sustainers welcomed to annual
luncheon at Governor’s Mansion
By Jessica Kozma Proctor, Co-editor

F

or Sustainer Captain Caroline Russell, the Junior
League of Raleigh’s annual Sustainer luncheon is all
about friendship, fellowship and some tasty eats.

“I love having the opportunity to spend time with a

group of women who have invested their time in the
community and appreciate the importance of that,”
Russell said. “To have an hour and a half to stop and
spend time in good company with delicious food in a
lovely environment is a wonderful treat.”
Tradition, fellowship and tasty eats abounded at this year’s
luncheon, held April 18 at the N.C. Executive Mansion. In
its 38th year at the Governor’s Mansion, nearly 100 guests
enjoyed the opulent venue of the Mansion’s neoclassical
interior on a spring day perfectly suited to celebrate our
League’s Sustainers.

Koren Townsend
JLR President Pat Wilkins, Gov. Pat McCrory, Inaugural Ball Co-chair Emily
Funderburk, Inaugural Ball Co-chair and Sustainer Virginia Yopp and Chorus
Co-captain Debbie Pappas.

Guests enjoyed a green salad with strawberries, followed
by roasted chicken breast with seared zucchini and spinach
bread pudding. A diet-busting chocolate torte finished
the meal. As guests finished up dessert, Gov. Pat McCrory
welcomed Sustainers and thanked the League for hosting the
2013 North Carolina Governor’s Inaugural Ball.
“Enjoy our home,” McCrory said. “And thank you for all
you did with the Ball.”
The League’s presence is deeply “rooted” at the
Governor’s Mansion. In 1985, the League donated
$50,000 in proceeds from that year’s Inaugural Ball to
create the South Garden on mansion grounds. In return
for the gift, then first lady Dottie Martin promised Carolyn

Koren Townsend
From left: JLR Past President Melissa Matton, Judy Hill and Jennifer Gwazdauskas.

Anders, the 1984-1985 League President, that the League
could hold its annual Sustainer luncheon at the mansion
… en perpetuity.
From there this great tradition was born.
The Executive Mansion was built in the 1880s on what
was then Raleigh’s Burke Square, after an appropriation
by the N. C. General Assembly. Constructed as a
true Victorian, prison labor built the mansion. Since
its completion, there have been few changes to the
mansion’s Victorian exterior. One tidbit to note about the
mansion: many of the bricks that pave the sidewalks and
other areas of the mansion are inscribed with the names
of individual prison laborers who created them.
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Koren Townsend
From left: Angela Sutton, Kim Underwood and Melanie Turner.

A healing hand:

Carol Bilbro inducted into the Raleigh Hall of Fame
By Cecily Hughes, Assistant Co-editor

J

unior League of Raleigh Past
President Carol Bilbro is a long way
from her first year as a community

homeless to remake their lives to be productive, sober and employable.
And that’s just a sample of a long and penetrating volunteer
presence in her community. A passion for the performing arts has

volunteer. After 40 years of service to her

landed Bilbro on several boards, including the City of Raleigh Arts

Raleigh community, the recent Raleigh

Commission, Raleigh Chamber Music Guild, Raleigh Conservatory of

Hall of Fame inductee is still going

Music and Wake County Arts Council (now known as The United Arts

strong. She says the League is a big part

Council of Raleigh & Wake County). She has also served as president

of who she is.

of the Raleigh Fine Arts Society. Combining her love of the arts and

“During my 25 years as a Sustainer,
my favorite part has been watching the League become such an
important resource of professional volunteers in the city,” Bilbro said.
Bilbro’s legacy is well woven in to the community. Passionate

education, Bilbro developed an art appreciation course for elementary
students and also chaired the Opera in the Schools program.
The daughter of the late F. Carter Williams, a highly regarded North
Carolina architect whose firm completed hundreds of projects

about several causes, but most importantly passionate about her

throughout the state, including the renovation of the North Carolina

community, Bilbro has landed into numerous leadership positions—

Governor’s Mansion (where Bilbro would later serve as a docent for

from board service to program development to fundraising— in her 40

20 years), Bilbro grew up in Raleigh and graduated from Needham

years as a volunteer.

B. Broughton High School. She attended Duke University for both

In October, Bilbro and her husband Dr. Robert Bilbro were inducted

undergraduate and graduate school and served as president of her

into the Raleigh Hall of Fame. An exhaustive slate of criteria is used to

Junior Class and was a member of the Kappa Delta sorority. She also

select inductees, including the inductee’s efforts that have “enduring

held the title of Miss Raleigh in 1960, and she was first runner-up in

value and lasting importance.”

the Miss North Carolina pageant that same year.

With her husband, Bilbro raised almost $200,000 for The Healing Place

Bilbro joined the League in 1976 and quickly took on leadership roles

for Women in Wake County, where she serves on its advisory board.

such as the parliamentarian and chairman of the Ways and Means

Committed to the mission of The Healing Place, Bilbro also chaired a

Committee. She was President of the League in 1981-1982, and she

fundraising committee that raised $125,000 for The Healing Place for

became a League Sustainer in the 1990s. Her daughter, Kathryn, also is

Men in Wake County. Both programs assist the drug and alcohol addicted

a Sustaining member of the League.

Carol through her daughter’s eyes
By Kathryn Williams, JLR Sustainer

I

never planned on settling down in the same city as my parents. I want-

has given, not just to our

ed to start my family far away where no one would ever call me ‘Carol’s

family, but to so many

daughter’ or assume that I was as glamorous or extroverted as she. Yet,

others in our community,

we are now neighbors, and I am following her example in so many ways

is really extraordinary. Her

– as a wife, a mother and a community volunteer. Growing up, I never

passion and her energy

thought there was anything extraordinary about my mother; she was just

are boundless, and her

always around – at every appointment, every school event, every rehearsal,

ability to juggle so many

every recital, every practice, every game. She taught piano and served in

activities simultaneously

PTA, she coordinated the music at church, she served on lots of boards. I

and connect with literally hundreds of people on a personal level continue

just figured that’s what all good moms did. There were times in high school

to astound me. She is a wonder at event planning and public relations, and

when I wished she wasn’t around so much – she traveled with our show

although we tease her about never being able to say ‘no,’ her generosity

choir to every performance, always helping with safety pins, hairspray and

and thoughtfulness are two of her greatest strengths. As I write this, my

lipstick backstage. She even had her own red phone line because she talked

parents are getting ready to celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary, and

on the phone so much when she was President of the Junior League. We

I attribute much of their happiness over the years to my mother’s grace,

called it the ‘hot line!’ She always looked perfect; she once told me, “Never

her kind heart and her ability to cherish each moment. She inspires me in

leave the house without a little color on your lips,” and she never did.

so many ways, and when people sometimes get us confused and call me

As I have gotten older, I have begun to realize that what my mother

Samantha Hatem
Sustainer Kathryn Williams (left) and her mother
Carol Bilbro.

‘Carol’ today, I am incredibly proud to tell them that I’m her daughter.
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Fine strokes:
Artist and JLR member Primrose Paschal
By Mariah Matheson, Staff Writer

B

uried deep in the Junior League of Raleigh’s archives is

after World War II, leaving Raleigh after her estrangement for

the story of a member who is today considered among

sunny—and social—days in Key West. While in Florida, Primrose

North Carolina’s most notable artists: Primrose McPherson

ran with the glossy, intellectual crowd of the day: socializing even

Paschal. And her masterpiece is the iconic “Beulah’s Baby.”A trea-

with Ernest Hemingway, who, according to family, welcomed her

sure for our state—the piece

into his home.

currently hangs at the North

And it was while in Key

Carolina Museum of Art—

West that Primrose began

“Beulah’s Baby” is among the

a special correspondence

most reproduced paintings

with a handsome, young

in popular culture and is

Duke University law

revered by the African-

professor named (Joel)

American art community.

Francis Paschal (whom

Sometimes referred to

she incidentally met at a

as the “Black Madonna,”

League function). Francis

the painting’s beginning

took a shine to Paschal,

was apolitical and quite

wooing her by sending a

simple, winning the North

copy of the Raleigh Times

Carolina State Art Society

newspaper every day: a

prize in 1948. A lawyer’s

charming gesture for the

wife, portraitist and Junior
League of Raleigh member,
Primrose mostly painted

social and smart Paschal,
Courtesy of The News & Observer
Primrose painting the cover of the JLR Follies program.

family members and

with her hometown.
Francis was equally

notable Raleigh locals. Beulah, a housemaid whom Primrose also

accomplished and well suited for Primrose. Nicknamed “Fatty”

considered a friend, was painted by Primrose with a passion and

despite his slender build, the Princeton University graduate and

depth immediately recognizable upon viewing the painting.

constitutional law attorney later served in 1963 as the chairman

The painting is filled with haunting symbolism: a chipped tea

of the North Carolina Advisory Committee to the Civil Rights

cup represents the mother’s dower mood, flowers in full bloom

Commission, which reviewed equal protection rights under

represent the viewer’s anticipation and a child’s innocent gaze

the laws of North Carolina. They married on Francis’ parents’

represents hope for the future.

anniversary, December 21, 1949 and enjoyed a rich and happy

Paschal described herself as a “romantic realist.” “I don’t take
realism and mold it to my ideas…what I’m trying to do is to use
realism creatively,” Paschal said in a 1967 interview.
Born in 1915, Paschal grew up just on the edge of downtown
Raleigh on Hillsborough Street.
In 1929, she entered Peace Institute, which was then a

marriage until his death in 1991.
Primrose used her talents for her community. She frequently
painted party illustrations, created caricatures of her book
club, and she painted set designs for the Raleigh Little Theatre.
Primrose's niece by marriage, Houston Paschal said that Primrose
was especially dedicated to the League. Primrose performed in

preparatory school. At Peace, Primrose studied under a Paris-

the JLR’s Follies of 1950 and illustrated the program cover. She

trained artist before attending the prestigious Parsons School of

also served as Captain of the predecessor to Kids on the Block and

Fine Art in New York City. From there, she launched her career as

attended a national puppet convention in Chicago in 1950.

a children’s book illustrator and portraitist.
Turning down a scholarship to study art in Paris, Primrose
returned to Raleigh after college to teach art. She married briefly
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Robert Paschal, brother of Houston Paschal, remembers Primrose
as “a small framed woman of five feet tall and 100 pounds with
more energy than a power plant.” Both Primrose and Francis

loved lively dinner table conversation and did not hesitate
to challenge people they disagreed with. Robert describes
her as a “blast coming across the dinner table.” Beautifully
moody and intellectual, Primrose was a woman who
enjoyed cocktails, Socratic discourse, Camel cigarettes
and entertaining.
Her legacy as a member of the Junior League, the
Raleigh community and a prominent family is rich
enough to endure through the generations. Although
she passed away in 1998, she is remembered as a fiery
hostess with a flair for conversation and style, well
regarded by family and those socially connected to her
life. But her opus, the serene and mysterious “Beulah’s
Baby,” launched an icon of African-American culture and
art, even as a white lawyer’s wife. And that legacy will
forever live in the books of eager art history students
and the hearts of adoring fans, knowing Primrose only
through her paint strokes.
Source: William P. McPherson, Primrose: the Art and Life

of Primrose McPherson Paschal (Raleigh, North Carolina:
Zubiographics, 1996).

Many thanks to Marguerite Paschal, Houston Paschal and
Robert Paschal.

Courtesy of the North Carolina Museum of Art
Primrose McPherson Paschal, Beulah's Baby, 1948, oil on canvas, 30 x
25 in., North Carolina Museum of Art, purchased with funds from the
North Carolina State Art Society (Robert F. Phifer Bequest).

Before A Shopping SPREE!, the Follies
was a variety show that served as the
JLR’s main fundraiser. Some Leagues
still perform Follies. In its heyday, the
JLR would hire entertainment companies from across the country to come
to Raleigh to train JLR members how
to sing, dance and act. The Follies was
the toast of the town, and many Follies’
rehearsals, updates and performances
were given full press in the Raleigh
Times (now The News & Observer).
es
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Sustaining days: Sustainers enjoy active year

A letter from Sustainer Captain
Caroline Russell

T

his has been a fantastic year to be a Sustainer. Because I

the tour and lunch. We had about 20 people, including a stray

am so fond of working as a team, I founded the Sustainer

husband who got roped into going! It was a beautiful day, and

Advisory Council. A great group of ladies served for our

we really enjoyed ourselves. I believe we set a record as the most

2012-2013 year, including Megg Rader, Graham Satisky, Robin Ken-

deliberate tourists of the exhibit, spending about two hours there.

nedy, Amy Watkins, Patti Benedict, Holly Laird and Marla Turling-

Thankfully, our wraps and quinoa salad held up well for our late

ton. We met in August to plan the following events:

lunch in the Turlington Room in the new wing of the museum.

October 9: N.C. Museum of History. We had a special tour of

March 1: First Friday Artwalk. Graham and Robin Kennedy or-

the “Gone with the Wind” exhibit. It was a rainy, cold day, and

ganized this event. Sustainer Shade Maret gave us a tour of her

many Sustainers chose to stay home and watch the movie, I

Artspace studio after snacks and drinks at the United Arts office.

believe.

April 18: Sustainer Luncheon at the Governor’s Mansion. A

During A Shopping SPREE!: A Shopping SPREE! greeter shifts

crowd of almost 100 women enjoyed their delicious luncheon

were available for Sustainers.

of artesian lettuce with strawberries, grilled chicken over

December 18: Sustainer Tea at Annette Anderson’s house. Ar-

spinach, bread pudding and chocolate torte. It was delicious. A

rangements did everything, and it was wonderful. The food was

surprise visit from Gov. Pat McCrory almost distracted us from

fantastic, and it was a great holiday event. We collected around

our food. Sustainer Award winners Virginia Yopp and Debbie

$1,000 in gift cards for our community agencies.

Pappas attended with their husbands.

February 12: N.C. Museum of Natural Sciences Titanic exhibit. Marla Turlington organized this event. We preregistered for
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