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The Junior League of Raleigh Announces 2009-2010 Legacy Fund Award Recipients 

RALEIGH, NC (September 9, 2009) –  Three nonprofit agencies in Wake County have been 
selected as the 2009 recipients of the Legacy Fund Award, The Junior League of Raleigh 
announced today. Established in 2004, the Legacy Fund recognizes nonprofit agencies in which 
the League has had significant involvement through financial and volunteer support. The Legacy 
Fund is supported by a portion of A Shopping SPREE! proceeds.   

This year’s winners are AventWest Children’s Mentoring (AWCM), Interact and Learning 
Together. Each of these organizations will receive awards of $5,000 to continue their community 
programs and projects. 

“Learning Together is honored to receive the Junior League of Raleigh's Legacy Fund Award,” 
said Nell G. Barnes, Executive Director of Learning Together. “Since its initial grant in 1975, 
which enabled us to incorporate as a nonprofit organization, the Junior League of Raleigh has 
been a valued partner of Learning Together. The League’s provision of training opportunities, 
commitment of League members to serve on our Board, award of emergency grants for failing 
equipment and community grants for various projects have helped Learning Together continue to 
serve the youngest and most vulnerable children in our community.”  

Representatives from each nonprofit agency were honored at The Junior League of Raleigh’s 
September General Membership Meeting on September 8.  The agencies will also be recognized 
in the 2009 SPREE! Program which will be distributed during the 25th Annual A Shopping 
SPREE! October 22-25, 2009. 

AventWest Children’s Mentoring (AWCM)

AventWest Children’s Mentoring (AWCM) is an after-school tutoring program for students in 
grades 1-9 living in the AventWest Community near North Carolina State University who are 
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Wake County Board of Education Candidates to Address Public Concerns in 
Upcoming Forum 

RALEIGH, NC (September 1, 2009) –With zoning changes, curriculum standards and 
budgeting issues creating growing concerns amongst parents in Wake County, this 
month’s public forum is sure to draw a crowd. Twelve candidates vying for five of the 
nine positions on the Wake County Board of Education will participate in the forum 
September 16 to discuss these topics, and many others, allowing voters to gather the facts 
necessary to make an informed decision in the upcoming election.   

One representative from nine distinct districts throughout the county sits on the Board, 
which governs the Wake County Public School System by setting policies and reviewing 
budgets. At the forum, each candidate will answer questions concerning issues central to 
his or her campaign. Specifically, they each will be asked to address (1) policy; (2) 
budget; (3) parental involvement; (4) health and physical education; and (5) curriculum. 

“Wake County parents are looking to this School Board election for fresh ideas and new 
leadership. This forum will give parents in Wake County insight into the positions of the 
women and men who will lead our schools into the next decade,” said Melissa Matton, 
President of the Junior League of Raleigh.  

The Forum is co-sponsored by the Junior League of Raleigh, League of Women Voters 
of Wake County, YWCA of the Greater Triangle, Wake County PTA Council, and El 
Pueblo. It will be held at Holy Lutheran Trinity Church, 2723 Clark Avenue, Raleigh, at 
7 p.m. 

About the Junior League of Raleigh, Inc.
The Junior League of Raleigh promotes volunteerism, develops the potential of women 
and improves the community through the leadership of more than 1,700 trained 
volunteers. Since 1930, the women of the League have contributed more than one million 
volunteer hours and more than $4.8 million to education, health and other services for the 
women and children of Raleigh. The League reaches out to women of all races, religions 
and national origins who demonstrate a commitment to volunteerism. For more 
information about the League, please visit www.jlraleigh.org.
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